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We have all seen property tags. They’re on everything from 
office furniture to fax machines. But when have you seen one 
on a transceiver, an antenna tuner, a coaxial cable assembly, 
or any other piece of ham equipment that might end up being 
used at an incident site? If you’re like most hams, the answer 
is probably rarely or never. 

I’ve known Hams who have hastily scribbled their name, 
initials, or call sign on a piece of masking tape and stuck it to 
their radio while setting up an emergency station. I’ve also 
known Hams who have applied their call sign to their 
antennas and feed line connectors using Sharpie “permanent” 
markers. I’ve even known Hams who have gone so far as to 
engrave their social security number onto the rear panel of 
their radio. 

While all of these approaches were better than nothing; they 
were all inadequate in one way or another. Ink fades. Masking 
tape comes off. Permanent markers aren’t. And, your social 
security number isn’t all that helpful to Joe Ham who just 
wants to return your gear and get on with his life. 

Today, however, with the proliferation of personal computers 
and printers there is a better way. 

Why Gear Gets Left Behind 
There are plenty of reasons why gear gets left behind at 
incident sites. Some Hams have equipment at multiple sites 
and can’t be at all of them at tear-down time. Hams who 
helped set up a site may not be able to return to that particular 
site when its time to dismantle it. Hams who provided gear for 

deployment may no longer be in the immediate area for one 
reason or another when the sites are being shut down. 

After long deployments, some Hams can’t recall exactly 
where certain gear was sent, especially when the gear may 
have been transferred from one site to another. And, of course, 
sometimes gear is left behind just because of oversight or 
accident. 

Through the years, I’ve loaned out a lot of my gear for use 
during emergencies. The more expensive items like radios 
were relatively easy to keep track of; but, the smaller things 
like barrel connectors, cable assemblies, VHF antennas, 
battery chargers, and all sorts of other less expensive 
accessory type items were not. 

On the flip side, I’ve spent hours on the radio and telephone 
tracking down owners of wayward equipment. I have returned 
multi-element beams, long runs of coaxial cable, hand-held 
radios, mobile radios, and pockets full of barrel connectors. 

Lesson Learned 
The lesson to be learned from all of this is that gear that had 
been tagged almost always found its way back to its owner; on 
the other hand, gear that had not, frequently did not. 

If you’re still not convinced that you need to tag your gear, 
please just do it for me. I have better things to do than spend 
my time chasing down owners of wayward gear. 



How to Make the Tags 
One of the easiest ways to make property tags is to use 
address labels and then apply them to gear with clear 
packaging tape. Although Scotch Magic Tape may seem to 
work, the Scotch packaging tape is more durable and holds up 
much better in harsh environments. It’s also less likely to fall 
off or be accidentally torn off during deployments. 

I use two labels stuck together back-to-back. One label has a 
description of the gear and the other has my contact 
information. 

There are many ways to make durable property tags similar to 
the ones illustrated in this Ham Tip. Here’s the way I do it. 

I use address labels sold by Avery. Each label is 1 inch by 
2-5/8 inches and there are 30 labels per sheet. I type the 
information desired on the labels with Microsoft Word using 
template number 8160 as suggested on the Avery box. 

My contact information tags look like this: 
 

PLEASE RETURN TO 
Eric J Grabowski, KH6CQ 

808.883.2536 

The text for the description tags will depend, of course, on the 
equipment they will be applied to. One of them I prepared for 
a standardized coaxial cable assembly looks like this:  

 
RF Cable Assembly 

RG-58/U with UHF-M Connectors 
22 Feet 

When I’m done typing and proofreading, I print the labels. 
Then, I take one of the return address labels and one of the 
description labels and join them together back to back. 

The way I apply the tags to equipment depends on the type of 
equipment it is. For radios, antenna tuners, and so forth, I cut a 
strip of packaging tape about an inch longer than the label. I 
position the label where I want it on the piece of equipment 
and then cover the label with the tape. Figure 1 shows a 
property tag applied to an HT. 

For coaxial cable, I cut a strip of clear packaging tape about 
8 inches long. Next, I position the label on the tape near one 
end, wrap the tape around the coaxial cable, and then stick the 
tape onto itself. Then I trim away any excess tape using a pair 
of scissors. Figure 2 is an example of a property tag applied to 
a length of coaxial cable. 

 
 

Figure 1 Property tag attached to a hand-held radio. 
 

 
 

Figure 2 Property tag attached to a cable assembly. 

Summary 
Affixing property tags to ham equipment works. I’ve had all 
kinds of gear ranging from HTs to PL-258 barrel connecters, 
which were tagged with my call sign and telephone number, 
returned to me quickly after deployments ended. 

Taking the time to make and attach property tags to your ham 
gear—before the next disaster strikes—is not only a good 
idea, it’s essential. 

73 from KH6CQ 
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