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USB flash drives are one of the neatest inventions since the 
hand-held radio. My flash drive, which is about the size of a 
stick of gum, contains a knowledgebase of information 
pertinent to ham radio in general and emergency 
communications in particular. 

For emergency deployments, there’s no easier way to have 
such a vast amount of information available at your fingertips. 
For example, on my flash drive, I have separate folders for 
ARES, CAP, CD, MARS, SKYWARN, Fire, Hospital, Police, 
American Red Cross, Salvation Army, local amateur radio 
clubs, and ham radio application software. 

Until I began using a flash drive, just my collection of 
material for emergency communications—books, 3-ring 
binders, pamphlets, forms, instruction sheets, plans, 
procedures, and application software on floppy disks and 
CD ROMs—occupied two storage boxes and weighed nearly 
35 pounds. It was quite a load to haul whenever our ARES 
team was called up; but, since we never knew what 
information would be needed at an incident cite, I carried it 
all. Now, all that information and more fits comfortably on my 
notebook PC with backup copies on a flash drive that I can 
slip into a my pocket or shaving kit. 

Storing important information on a flash drive is like having 
an ace in the hole. One time our ARES team was put on alert, 
my notebook PC crashed. Although I had all of my files 
backed up on a CD ROM and I had located another notebook 
PC I could use, I couldn’t transfer the files to the replacement 
PC because it didn’t have a CD ROM drive. Both PCs, 
however, did have USB ports. 

 
 

This Flash drive stores 256 MB of content. 

Summary 
There are many benefits associated with backing up your ham 
radio knowledgebase to a flash drive. If you’re in the boonies 
on a deployment and another ham has a PC but doesn’t have 
the appropriate application software, you can load it on the 
spot. No disks. No CDs. No internet. No waiting. You can 
copy a single file, multiple folders, or the entire contents with 
just a couple of mouse clicks. You can update the information 
on the fly; and, you can enter new information if need be. Best 
of all, there’s no need to lug around all those bulky paper-
based materials anymore. 
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