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Every Ham radio operator needs to know the significance of 
Five Two. In the early days of FM radio on the two meter 
band, Five Two was known as the National Calling and 
Emergency Frequency (NCEF). Then, as repeaters began to 
spring up all over the country, Five Two became known first 
as the national calling frequency, and then as the national 
simplex frequency. 

The Five Two moniker refers, of course, to 146.52 MHz. It’s 
the only FM simplex frequency in the two meter band that is 
recognized throughout the world. Although the majority of 
two meter FM activity now seems to be repeater centric, 
operating simplex with no PL on Five Two continues to offer 
many important benefits not found on any other frequency 
available to amateur radio operators. Hams use Five Two as a 
calling channel, a tactical communications channel, and as a 
watering hole channel for coordinating disaster response. 

Five Two is a Calling Channel 

Five Two is the calling frequency for the two meter FM mode. 
Once stations within simplex range establish contact with one 
another, they should switch to another simplex frequency like 
146.46 or 146.58 MHz so that Five Two can remain available 
for other Hams to use. 

Five Two is especially convenient for Hams operating mobile 
stations. For instance, when two Hams see each other while 
driving, one can call the other to pass along a traffic alert, a 
weather report, or just say hi. When they’re traveling in 
opposite directions, the conversation will usually last only a 
few minutes because they will soon be out of simplex range, 
so it’s okay for them to stay on Five Two. If, however, they’re 
traveling in the same direction, the conversation could go on 
for a quite a while. In this situation, it would be appropriate 
for them to switch to another simplex frequency. It’s the 
considerate thing to do so others can continue monitoring Five 
Two. 

Five Two is a Tactical Communication Channel 

The Mutual Assistance Network (MAN) consists of Ham 
radio operators around the world who voluntarily monitor 
Five Two on a regular basis. Their goal is to provide 
assistance to other Hams 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Their 
rational is that if enough Hams do this, there should be at least 
one Ham monitoring Five Two when another one calls for 
help. To accomplish their objective, they ask all Hams to join 
them by monitoring Five Two whenever they can. 

One housewife I knew mounted her two meter mobile 
transceiver under a kitchen cabinet and monitored Five Two 
from early morning until late in the evening on a daily basis. 
Over the years, she provided directions to Hams who were not 
familiar with the area, called the homes of local Hams to let 
the kids know that dad hadn’t forgotten about their scout 
meeting he was just running late because he was stuck in 
traffic, and relayed emergency calls to local police and fire 
department dispatchers. 

In 1994, William Alsup, N6XMW, proposed that Hams who 
live near and/or use wilderness areas should observe the 
Wilderness Protocol. The goal is to be able to provide 
assistance to campers and hikers in distress. Participating 
stations listen on Five Two at the top of the hour every third 
hour between 0700 and 1900 hours local time. Because a 
hiker’s watch may not be precisely accurate, these Hams 
generally listen for a ten minute period beginning five minutes 
before each of the designated hours. 

Five Two is a Watering Hole Channel 

Most emergencies are usually confined to one relatively small 
area with a single incident site; however, in a large scale 
disaster like a major hurricane, there may be multiple discrete 
incident sites. In either case, Five Two is an excellent 
frequency to use for coordinating the amateur radio response. 



On-site tactical base stations set up at places like emergency 
operation centers, hospitals, shelters, etc. use Five Two to 
keep track of Hams who are arriving or departing the site. 
This is usually done by making entries in the base station log. 

When mutual aid is needed, Hams arriving from outlying 
areas probably won’t be familiar with the repeater frequencies 
used in your particular area. In addition, they may need 
specific directions to reach the site. Both of these potential 
problems can be addressed by using Five Two. 

At the scene of an event or incident, it’s important to be able 
to communicate with every Ham radio operator deployed at 
the site preferably without depending on or tying up a 
repeater. Five Two is ideal for intra-team communications. 

Five Two can be re-used at multiple sites in the same general 
area provided that the sites are far enough apart and the Ham 
operators use low power. Although the distance between re-
use is typically 10 miles, it depends to some extent on the 
terrain. 

The key to reusing Five Two is the use of low power. 
Normally this is not a problem when only handheld radios are 
used on site; however, when mobile radios are used as tactical 
base stations, they should run low power in order to prevent 
interference with relief operations at adjacent sites. 

If the interference cannot eliminated by using low power, then 
intra-team communications should move to another simplex 
frequency like 146.46 MHz. When this is done, however, a 
tactical base station should remain active on Five Two in 
order to handle check-ins and check-outs as well as coordinate 
relief activities among the various sites. 

Used wisely, Five Two can provide many significant features 
and benefits for emergency communications. 

Monitoring Five Two 

Monitoring Five Two has never been easier. In the past, Hams 
often purchased a scanner or a second transceiver which they 
dedicated to monitoring Five Two. Today, most modern VHF 
FM radios have a feature called Dual Watch or Priority Scan 
that can be used to monitor Five Two. 

This feature let’s you listen to your favorite channel (often one 
of the local repeaters) most of the time but checks for activity 
on another frequency, the priority channel, every five seconds 
or so. Be advised that in some radios, the only memory 
channel that can be designated as the priority channel is 
memory channel number one. 

Most Hams never use the Dual Watch or Priority Scan feature, 
but it is very handy for monitoring Five Two; and, once it’s 
set up correctly, all it takes is a single key press to engage it. 

Some modern radios let you configure a CALL or HOME 
channel. By setting the frequency of this special channel to 
Five Two, you can easily toggle back and forth between your 
favorite working frequency and Five Two with just a single 
key press. 

Summary 

Think of Five Two as an intercom channel. In effect, it serves 
as a wireless intercom connecting you to other Ham operators 
in your radio neighborhood. 

The mutual assistance network and wilderness protocol are 
terrific concepts, but they only work if enough Hams monitor 
Five Two. So, monitoring Five Two as often as you can is a 
good idea. You never know when you might be the one who 
will save someone’s life. 

Five Two is a natural for use during emergencies. Having one, 
well established, nationally recognized simplex frequency is 
paramount to smooth EMCOMM operation. In a disaster 
situation, mutual aid is crucial. When Five Two is used, Hams 
arriving from other areas won’t have to waste time fiddling 
around to find your frequency; they will know exactly what 
frequency to use to make initial contact with your team in 
order to coordinate their response.  

Monitoring Five Two during an emergency is extremely 
beneficial. Not only does it streamline intra-team 
communication, but if a Bug Out Now order is given, all 
Hams on site can be notified via a single radio transmission. 

You can use Five Two every day for calling other Hams 
within simplex range. The use of Five Two as a calling 
channel seems to be more popular in rural and semi-rural 
areas of the country rather than large cities. The reason for this 
is probably because there are more repeaters in urban areas 
which serve as watering holes. 

You can use Five Two at social gatherings like radio club 
meetings and local Hamfests. You can use it for local training 
nets, practicing emergency communication techniques like 
message handling, and, of course, at incident sites during 
drills and real-world emergencies. 

Incidentally, if you find yourself in a situation where you are 
the one who needs to put out a call for help, please be patient. 
Resist the urge to switch to another frequency if no one replies 
to your call immediately. Hams monitoring Five Two may 
need a minute or two to get to their radios before they can 
answer your call. Allow them the time to do so. And, if you do 
decide to switch to another frequency, announce where you’re 
going before you leave Five Two. That way, if others did hear 
your call but couldn’t respond fast enough, they’ll know 
where to find you. 

Finally, remember that it’s up to each and every one of us to 
monitor Five Two as often as we can so that one of us will be 
there when another calls for help. During normal times, 
monitor Five Two as often as you can; and, always monitor 
Five Two while you’re on site during an emergency or drill. 

If a Ham was calling for emergency assistance on Five Two 
right now, would you hear the call? 

73 from KH6CQ 
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